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Click to read the article in Turkish

Hundreds of women came together in front of the French Cultural Center in Beyoglu, Istanbul to hold their 17th
Feminist Night March on the occasion of March 8 International Women's Day.

They were planning to march along the Istiklal Avenue in Taksim, as they have done for 16 times before.
However, they were faced with the barricades put up by the police as of noon hours. Despite the prevention of
the police, a huge crowd gathered in front of the French Cultural Center. There were so many women that they
spilled over to the Taksim Square.

Unable to stop the women with barricades, the police attacked the protests with pepper gas. Women continued
protesting in the side streets.

In a statement for the press, the ban on March 8 has been denounced.

CLICK - Police Attack Feminist Night March With Pepper Gas

The full text of the statement of March 8, 2019 is as follows:

"March 8th Cannot Be Banned!
"Because March 8th is International Women's Day.

"Because March 8th is the day we as women across the world fill the streets and squares of our towns as
thousands, tens of thousands and even millions, stopping life and raising our voices for our rights and freedom.

"Because our feminist struggle has no turning back!

"This year we are facing an attempt to ban our Feminist Night March, which we have held with great enthusiasm
and without interruption each 8thof March in Istanbul since 2003, that is for the past 16 years. Nothing ever
stopped us before: we marched the year a bomb exploded on Istiklal Avenue, our marching route, when the street
was riddled with pits due to ongoing construction work, and under State of Emergency conditions.

"Under no circumstance did we, as women, abandon the streets on the 8th of March. In fact, as the years passed
by, this march started by not more than a hundred women reached 40 thousand, with our feminist revolt
overflowing the bounds of the streets we march on.
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"In our currently 'silenced' country, as we are forced to deal with the consequences of a crisis that is not of our

making, where all institutions including the judiciary have been reduced to empty shells, where it is increasingly
impossible to speak of the presence of a democracy, the desire is that women too not defend their lives.

"We are suffering serious backlash against our rights, attempts to silence our demand for equality and are being
preached submissiveness in the face of all of this. While being subjected to violence of various kinds on a daily
basis, we are now told to sit at home on March 8th International Women's Day!

"We wonder: whose is this state that regards the rights of women, who are half of this society, with contempt and
seeks to suppress them?

"We have no intention to back down from this feminist revolt or give up our demand for equality, our dream of a
freer life, our laughter, our desires, our existence, the rights we have gained through long years of struggle, and
our March 8th Feminist Night March.

"We know we are right. We know it is our right.

"We call upon all women to paint Istiklal Avenue purple with our presence on the night of March 8th, and come
together to find strength in our numbers!" (HK/SD)

STATEMENT OF 17TH FEMINIST NIGHT MARCH IN ISTANBUL 'March 8 Cannot Be Banned'

We have no intention to back down from this feminist revolt or give up on our March 8th Feminist Night March.
We know we are right. We know it is our right.

Istanbul - BIA News Desk 08 March 2019, Friday 22:02
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Related News

HOUR-BY-HOUR ON MARCH 8 IN ISTANBUL Police Attack Feminist Night March With Pepper Gas

Though the police have closed all roads leading to the Istiklal Avenue, women ...
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Most Read Today

Istanbul mayor sentenced to prison, to be banned from politics if verdict upheld 14 December 2022
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Journalist Sinan Aygiil becomes first person to be arrested under 'disinformation law' 15 December 2022
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This website is published within the framework of "Journalism for Rights, Rights for Journalists" -dubbed as
BIA3 - project implemented by the IPS Communication Foundation with the financial assistance of the Swedish
International development Agency (SIDA). The contents of this website are the sole responsibility of IPS
Communication Foundation and under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the EU and
SIDA and IFEX.
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