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Click to read the article in Turkish

After President and ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) Chair Recep Tayyip Erdogan alleged that the
women who attended the 17th Feminist Night March in Taksim "behaved rudely towards the call to prayer by
whistling", criticisms and statements of apology have been made by people from the AKP as well as the ones
close to the party.

Some of these people are Siileyman Ozisik, a columnist for the Tiirkiye newspaper; Nihal Bengisu Karaca, a
columnist for the daily Habertiirk; Fatma Barbarosoglu, a columnist for the Yeni Safak; and AKP MP and
Central Decision Executive Board member Mustafa Yeneroglu.

CLICK - Police Attack Feminist Night March With Pepper Gas

Ouzsik said 'I am removing article' and apologized

In his column on Tiirkiye newspaper, Siileyman Ozisik penned an article entitled "The Country of the Dictator"
and wrote the following about the feminist night march in Taksim:

"...At that point, the call to prayer was being recited and these freaks started whistling in order to silence the call
to prayer. The ones who were booing, swearing, screaming and blowing whistles had almost a temper tantrum as
the call to prayer continued. All these happened in the country of the man, whom some call a vicious dictator..."

CLICK - 'Call to Prayer' Allegations of Erdogan on Headlines of Newspapers Close to AKP

After this article was published on the newspaper and on its website, Ozisik has posted a message on his Twitter

account and apologized to his readers, stating that the women were, in fact, protesting the police who closed the

streets. "I am removing the related part from my article and apologize to my readers, whom I misled", Ozisik has
further stated.

"It is wrong to continue making these accusations'
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Nihal Bengisu-Karaca from the pro-government Habertiirk newspaper has also shared the statement released by
the Initiative for the 17th Feminist Night March in response to Erdogan's allegations and said:

"Some banners carried and some attitudes displayed during these marches cannot be approved. But, that is not
the point. The point is the following: The released statement has put forward that it was not the call to prayer that
was protested, but the police barricade. It is wrong to continue making these accusations if there was not specific
intention to target the call to prayer."

'Continuing to protest during the call to prayer not same as protesting
it'

Fatma Barbarosoglu, a columnist for Yeni Safak, has also written on Twitter:

"Please do not label the women's day march as they protested the call to prayer. Continuing to protest is not the
same as protesting the call to prayer. We must manage to live together in this country by keeping the distance of
respect. Let's approach incidents with compassion and caution."

'"Those using language of violence far more terrifying'

AKP Istanbul MP and Central Decision Executive Board member Mustafa Yeneroglu has also posted the
following message on Twitter:

"Just as the possibility that the call to prayer was whistled is disturbing, the ones using a language of violence
with the slogan 'May the hands reaching out for call to prayer be broken' are equally terrifying. The call to prayer
does not need to be protected in this way, especially by hurting and intimidating people with brute force. Some
tranquility and common sense, please."

CLICK - Erdogan Said 'They Whistled Call to Prayer', Marches of Call to Prayer Held in Taksim

(EKN/SD)

‘They Whistled Call to Prayer’ Statement Criticized by AKP MP, Columnists Close to AKP

President and AKP Chair Erdogan’s allegation that the women attending the March 8 feminist night march in
Taksim “whistled the call to player” has also been criticized by columnists close to the AKP as well as its
Istanbul MP Mustafa Yeneroglu.

Istanbul - BIA News Desk 11 March 2019, Monday 16:34
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‘Call to Prayer’ Allegations of Erdogan on Headlines of Newspapers Close to AKP 11 March 2019
After President and AKP Chair Erdogan alleged that the women attending the 17th ...

Erdogan Said ‘They Whistled Call to Prayer’, Marches of Call to Prayer Held in Taksim 11 March 2019
After President Erdogan claimed that “women whistled the call to prayer on March ...
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From Women to Erdogan: Don’t Distort It, Our Revolt is Against Police Barricade 11 March 2019
Women have responded to President Erdogan, who claimed that women attending the 17th ...

STATEMENT OF 17TH FEMINIST NIGHT MARCH IN ISTANBUL 'March 8 Cannot Be Banned' 08
March 2019
We have no intention to back down from this feminist revolt or give ...
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HOUR-BY-HOUR ON MARCH 8 IN ISTANBUL Police Attack Feminist Night March With Pepper Gas
08 March 2019
Though the police have closed all roads leading to the Istiklal Avenue, women ...
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Istanbul mayor sentenced to prison, to be banned from politics if verdict upheld 14 December 2022
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This website is published within the framework of "Journalism for Rights, Rights for Journalists" -dubbed as
BIA3 - project implemented by the IPS Communication Foundation with the financial assistance of the Swedish
International development Agency (SIDA). The contents of this website are the sole responsibility of IPS
Communication Foundation and under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the EU and
SIDA and IFEX.
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